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 Meeting of the Zionist General Council Presidium
 
The Presidium meeting dealt mainly with elucidation of disagreements between the representatives of the National Institutions from Israel and the Diaspora representatives (and the American representatives in particular). 

In the first part of the meeting Adv. Amos Hausner presented the Zionist Supreme Court presidential candidate, Judge Emeritus Tova Strasbourg-Cohen. Adv. Hausner eulogized the late Justice Moshe Beijski, and described the challenge faced when endeavoring to find a suitable replacement. The late Moshe Bejski was endowed with exceptional professional and personal qualities, and Judge Emeritus Strasbourg-Cohen appears to be a personality who can follow in his footsteps. Her extensive activity as a lawyer, a judge and public ombudsman in relation to judges, alongside the warm recommendations that she received from Supreme Court President Dorit Beinish, well demonstrate her abilities and skills. On conclusion of the presentation, the candidacy was put to the vote and received clear support.
The participants then approved the program of the Zionist General Council Session. The plenum chairman, Rabbi Asher (Dick) Hirsch, gave details of the agenda and presented several topics that had arisen in previous meetings concerning the roles of the National Institutions, the methods of governance and their leadership. The main topics on the agenda were the representation of the WZO, budgetary issues and matters relating to the United Jewish Communities (UJC) in the USA. On the first topic a disagreement had arisen between the UJC and the WZO regarding the composition of the representation, and finally it was agreed that half the representation would be made up of members of the WZO, and half would be from the UJC (30%) and Keren Hayesod (20%). The budgetary issues gave rise to prolonged debates in light of the UJC's demand to stop its funding to the WZO immediately at the end of 2008; ultimately an agreement was reached whereby the JAFI would continue to subsidize the World Zionist Organization until 2013 and would also transfer to its possession various assets. The last issue is still controversial: the American UJC wishes for a separation between the JAFI Executive and the WZO Executive and that they no longer be headed by a shared Chairman and Deputy Chairman. The lengthy debates on the matter reached a deadlock for several reasons, and finally a recommendation was accepted to appoint a ten-member committee – five representatives from the World Zionist Organization, three from the UJC and two from the Keren Hayesod - that will work for appointment of a Chairman for the Jewish Agency. Rabbi Hirsch emphasized that the World Zionist Organization considers that one person must be appointed as Chairman of both the National Institutions. Discussions will be held on the matter for several days, and then the ten-member committee will convene and will decide on the appointment of a chairman; its recommendation will be put to the vote of the Zionist General Council members. The Legal Adviser, Fern Braniss, clarified that if the proposal is approved it will be submitted for the approval of the Zionist General Council after opening of the Session. For this, it will be possible to prolong the Session proceedings, but the corresponding resolution must be approved by a majority of at least two-thirds.  

Zvi Raviv protested the need to form the committee of ten and argued that approval of its formation is likely to suggest capitulation and subservience to the American representatives. Philip Meltzer requested further explanations on the manner, nature and objectives of the process, and asked whether and how it would significantly influence appointment of the chairmen of the National Institutions. The Chairman acknowledged that he did not have precise information on the processes obliging actual appointment of the leadership and that this must be examined thoroughly. Masha Lubelski asked for further clarifications on the appointment processes and the degree of validity of the voting on the issue. In light of her question and given the perturbation expressed by other participants, Yigal Tzahor raised several basic points. He indicated that as long as the political agencies have not reached a decision, the question of the personal appointments cannot be placed on the agenda. After a short discussion between Mr. Tzahor and Eliezer Sheffer, the Chairman explained that according to the Constitution, a person cannot be appointed as Chairman by referendum until the Congress. 

 Avi Widerman asserted that the political parties were unable to reach a consensus because of various external factors, and in order not to leave the situation as it is there is no alternative but to prolong the Session in order to consolidate political agreements. Dov Puder emphasized that the relations with the UJC are in serious crisis and this could deteriorate even further; he therefore suggested that the Chairman be empowered to appoint a small team of 10-13 people to work for immediate mediation. Mr. Puder maintained that the Americans are not aware of the political ramifications of their acts for the entire Jewish people and the Zionist world, and he called for full participation of the Israeli WZO members in the JAFI Assembly. Vernon Kurtz objected to the sweeping allegations against the Americans and emphasized that the main issue to be debated is the financial field. Mr. Kurtz argued that immediate agreements must be reached on this issue, and therefore he supported the decision to reconvene after the Assembly.  Philip Meltzer agreed with Mr. Kurtz. He also recalled the resolutions approved by the Zionist Executive in February, which clearly showed that the UJC's object was to separate between administration of its budgets and the JAFI financial system, and therefore the present discussions on budgetary issues, in his opinion, are pointless. He also warned of the danger of the existing situation: If the two institutions do not reach an agreement, they are both liable to collapse. The solution, he said, cannot be found in the general framework of the Zionist General Council Session because the many participants are liable to continue to argue among themselves. An agreement can be formulated only in the framework of small committees, treating the UJC as partners and not as enemies.
Herzl Makov agreed with the previous speakers and made it clear that the Americans should not be treated with sweeping negative criticism. Mr. Makov explained that the lengthy negotiations with the Americans revolved around several issues: around the demand of some of the Appeal members to reduce the part of the World Zionist Organization and to separate the JAFI leadership from the WZO leadership because of "exaggerated politicization", and around the WZO efforts to consolidate economic independence. The matter of economic independence is currently being handled by the Jewish Agency, and Mr. Makov expressed support for the proposal adopted by the Presidium. In his opinion, this is a balanced and fair proposal, which proves the ability of the World Zionist Organization to make decisions and to meet its commitments, and it can also propose a future solution that will allow the WZO to start out on a new and strengthening path. He also noted that the appointments to the different committees and election of their representatives are related to additional factors - the divided nature of the organization, the diversification of the political movements in it, etc. The appointment is not carried out therefore according to the decisions of the JAFI; the WZO must decide which of its bodies will be responsible for the appointments, and therefore this does not constitute part of the discussion with the representatives of the Appeals. 

Maurice Zilka responded to Mr. Makov's statements, asserting that in previous situations he had expressed different opinions and was against separation between the National Institutions. Mr. Zilka expressed concern over the spreading politicization in the Jewish-Zionist world and in the American communities in particular. The political considerations are permeating all strata of activity and influence the decision-making whereas the existing structure of the frameworks prejudices unification between the institutions of the Zionist Movement and undermines their force and their status. 

Yaacov Hagoel maintained that at this time no separation should be made between the National Institutions and it is preferable to maintain the current policy, with willingness to be flexible and to make surprising decisions. 

In response to the questions of several participants, Chairman Asher Hirsch explained that the decisions would be made in partnership and democratically, according to the Congress resolutions. He also expressed his personal opinion on the Presidium proposal, maintaining that it was submitted with the aim of respecting the opinions of all the representatives elected to head the National Institutions; he called on the participants to support the proposal. After discussion, the proposal was put to the vote and approved by a majority. 

In the last part of the plenary session Jacob Gispan read out the names of the people whom the Factions and Unions wished to have approved as members of the Movement, and the participants approved their appointment. The names of the members are as follows:
For Mizrachi, Ms. Sheryle Spar was elected as deputy member on the basis of a vacant position. 

For the World Union of Progressive Judaism – Reform, Reeva Forman from South Africa was elected on the basis of a vacant position, David Merkler from Spain as deputy member, Emily Barrett as substitute for Alexander Dukhovny (who resigned); Yehoshua Finkel (Arzenu) was appointed as deputy member on the basis of a vacant position; Oreet Nussbaum from Canada (Na'amat) was approved as substitute for Anita Blanshay from Canada (who resigned); Amy Gross from Israel (Hadassah Confederation) was approved as member instead of Hanan Rubin from Israel (who resigned).
For Labour-Meretz, the following were approved: Joel Rochard from France as substitute for David Fuchs (who resigned) and Yehonatan Dekel as substitute for Kenneth Bob (who serves as a member of the Enlarged Zionist Executive).
For Kadima Zionist Youth, Amir Cohavi and Zvi Avisar were elected as deputy members on the basis of a vacant position. Yehoshua Hazan as substitute for Anastasia Michaeli (who resigned), Idit Even-Tzur as substitute for Lior Goldstein (who resigned) and Salomon Karoubi as member in place of Omer Zohar (who resigned).
For WUJS, the following were approved as members: Binyamin Shulman from South Africa in place of Alex Halperin (who resigned), Daniel Kitay from Australia in place of Tamar Schori from Israel (who resigned) and Chelsea Sauve from Canada in place of Joel Burnie from Australia (who resigned). Lilach Meir and Daniel Weinstein were also elected as deputy members on the basis of a vacant position. For World Likud Alberto Chitona and Yifat Lusky were elected as deputy members on the basis of a vacant position.  

Plenary Session No. 1 –

Elections, In Memoriam
At the beginning of the plenary session, Rami Kornblum explained that the Zionist General Council Presidium had decided during the Session to hold a special meeting for election of new members of the Executive and for election of the Chairman of the Executive in place of MK Zeev Bielski who had resigned following his election to the Knesset. After approval of the resolution, the Chairman announced that all the draft resolutions received in the plenary session are constitutional. 

Adv. Amos Hausner then presented Judge Emeritus Tova Strasbourg-Cohen, who had been appointed as President of the Zionist Supreme Court, in place of Justice Dr. Moshe Bejski, deceased. Adv. Hausner spoke of the special importance of the Zionist Supreme Court (called in the past the Congress Court) as a body liaising between the institutions of the Zionist Movement in Israel and the Diaspora and empowered to rule in appeal cases. He expressed his esteem for the late Justice Dr. Bejski and described the wide-ranging work of the new President, who served after her retirement as the public ombudsman in relation to judges, and he emphasized her personal achievements and skills. 

The Zionist General Council members then approved the appointment of several people:
As members of the Presidium, Ms. Joan Garson was elected in place of Stanley Davies who had resigned, and Ms. Haya Singer instead of Tamar Shahori. Mr. Eric Moonman (Zionist Federation of Great Britain) was elected as Honorary Fellow and Ms. Leticia Duvkovsky from Uruguay was elected as member of the Enlarged Executive in place of Mariana Tennenbaum. 
In the second part of the plenary session Rami Kornblum eulogized members of the Zionist Movement who had passed away. 

Adv. Avraham (Gabi) Yossef, who served as a justice of the Zionist Supreme Court was a Holocaust survivor. As a member of the Bnei Akiva movement, he adhered to Jewish moral values and expressed them in his public activity. Throughout his life he combined the values of Torah and work, demonstrating this also in his work as a lawyer and legal adviser, which was characterized by critical reflection alongside his attachment to the Talmud and Jewish tradition. 

Yehuda Dominitz, who served as Director General of the JAFI Aliyah and Absorption Department, immigrated to Israel as a youngster from Czechoslovakia in the framework of Youth Aliyah and devoted his life to bringing Jews to Israel and to diversified educational activity. Inter alia, he served as president of the World Council of Jewish Communal Service, Director of the Israel Office of the New York Federation Appeal and senior activist in various organizations, for instance Amigur and Bank Tefahot. His public activity and volunteer work earned him the honorary title of "Yakir Yerushalayim". 

Haim Zohar - educator, scholar and journalist, he served in many public offices: Director of the Government Press Office, Israeli consul to the Jewish communities in New York, head of the Student Administration at the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption etc. Mr. Zohar was involved in administration of the Jewish education programs in the Diaspora and served as an adviser in this area; he served as the Secretary General of the World Zionist Organization for over 20 years.  

Shimshon Kupnik, a descendant of Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev, followed in the footsteps of the Hassidic Rabbi, loving fellow Jews, performing charitable acts and as a cantor imbued with deep religious faith. Among his many functions, he served as president and chairman of hundreds of Jewish and Zionist organizations in the USA, headed various learning institutes, served as president of Hapoel Hamizrachi in Chicago, as member of the Conference of Presidents and delegate at the Zionist Congress and as a member of the Executive. Following his aliyah to Israel in 1965, he continued his Zionist and educational activity in Israel, and received the honorary title of "Yakir Yerushalayim".
At the close of the plenary session, the participants stood for a minute's silence in their memory.   

Plenary Session 2 – 

Opening of the debate on the main topic -
Building a Zionist Movement in a Changing World
The second plenary session was made up of two parts. In the first part the debate was held on the desirable nature of the contemporary Zionist Movement. In the course of the debate the activists from the Diaspora presented their position on the topic and the Zionist activity in their country. The second part was given over to addresses by the heads of the Zionist Institutions - the Chairman of the Zionist General Council, the Treasurer of the Zionist Executive and the Chairman of the KKL. 

Harriet Green opened the debate, presenting the importance of the Zionist Movement and its unique nature as a liberal and pluralistic organization, uniting the great variety of streams in the Jewish world and allowing them a platform for expression and activity.
The panel chair, Ms. Judy Sherek presented the topic for debate: the continuing conversation of the Zionist Movement in a changing world.
She spoke of the need to draw the unconnected Zionist into the Zionist Movement, emphasizing that Zionism is not a narrow political platform, but includes several streams: liberal, conservative, religious and secular. All believe that the Jewish people have a home in the Land of Israel. She then introduced her vice-Chair Naomi Liebler, President of World Emunah, and the panel members. The guest panelists were then presented: Anita Bartha, an active member of Dor Hemshech in Hungary and co-founder of Pix-rael; Gerardo Stuczynski, past President of the Uruguay Zionist Federation and currently co-President of the Latin American Zionist Council, Marlene Post, past President of Hadassah, Birthright North America and currently Chair of the Board of the American Zionist Federation (AZM); Reeva Forman, vice-President of the South African Zionist Federation (SAFZ) and founder of the "Israel Now Tour". 
Judy Sherek then called on the panel moderator, Professor Gil Troy, a full professor of history at McGil University in Montreal, Canada.  
Professor Gil Troy presented his book - “Why I am a Zionist, Israel Jewish Identity and the Challenges of Today” and asked "Why am I a Zionist?" in light of the many crises faced by Zionism and the State of Israel. He also regretted that his colleagues compared Zionism to racism or mocked him because of his book's title. Prof. Troy recounted that several members of the American Jewish community had asked him to change the title. 

He quoted Haggai Merom, Jewish Agency Treasurer, who said that we have to find a new vision and new tactics.  Prof. Troy said that in the debate four speakers would recount their work, their successes in the field, their visions and the challenges before them.
He presented and welcomed the first speaker, Marlene Post, former President of Hadassah, the North American chair of Taglit/Birthright Israel, currently the Chairman of the AZM Directorate. 

Marlene Post asked why the Israelis who are members of the World Zionist Organization and who had been present had left. If they were really going to be serious and discuss Zionism for the future, they should have sat at the table.  She requested that the young people be seated in a more prominent position in the room so that they could be heard, and the WZO could plan its activities in a changing world. She repeated that the cooperation between all the parties is essential in order to better work in the field: cooperation between all age groups, backgrounds, organizations and parties in order to cope with the economic crisis. In answer to Prof. Troy's question on how to attract new people, Marlene Post emphasized that in order for young people to want to come, they must be given status; prominence; the opportunity to express what they see as the future, an opportunity to look at the political entities and then make their own decisions without pressure; an opportunity to join organizations that are relevant today and a communication system.  

Further, even after the young people see the beauty of Israel, they might continue to live in South America, North America, Europe, wherever it may be, and sometimes they do not make aliyah. So a way must be found for young people to have the opportunity to experience aliyah and to be part of the building of Israel when they are young.  

In response to Prof. Troy's request that she focus on her experience in the AZM, she noted that this is a very cohesive group. She is against elections because the party representatives will neglect the issues, focusing on the number of votes they might garner. This will lead to the collapse of the Zionist dream. 

Prof. Troy thanked Marlene Post and called on the next speaker, Reeva Forman. 
Reeva Forman, vice-president of the Zionist Federation of South Africa and founder of Israel Now Tour, recounted that the Zionist community in her country constitutes a model of a consolidated and active community. Ms. Forman related the personal process that she underwent in forming of her Zionist awareness: she began her Zionist activity a few years ago only, without prior knowledge of the history and significance of the Zionist Movement. Following the Second Intifada she felt the need to act to improve the image of the State of Israel, and this led her to Zionist activity. Most of her efforts were devoted to strengthening the attachment of South African Jewry to Israel, and for this she initiated special trips, proposing to the visitors a real meeting with Israel and with its different population strata. Ms. Forman attributed the great success of these trips to the fact that they are based on an organized concept, designed to arouse reflection and inspiration. She emphasized that the Israel trip organizers must anchor the trips in consolidated contents and set them defined goals. 

She also emphasized that the Zionist Movement must work among different age groups: Zionist awareness must be promoted also among 40-60 year-old Diaspora Jews and there must be an aspiration to create consolidated Jewish Zionist communities that will identify with Israel, will support and contribute to improving its image in general, and in times of war in particular. Many middle-aged people in the Diaspora, Jews and non-Jews alike, have developed a critical approach towards Israel, and some even dissociate themselves from the Zionist Movement. Therefore, alongside the trips to Israel for the Jewish youth and students, opportunities must also be given to the 'parent generation' to visit Israel and to augment their attachment. William Hess pointed out the difficulties in recruiting this age group to the Zionist enterprise, in light of their career occupations and family activities, but Ms. Forman presented the community in her country as an example that this public can also be recruited for the benefit of the Zionist Movement. The special trips to Israel were planned according to the world-views and fields of interest of the visitors, and thus helped to increase their motivation to expand their knowledge of Israel and to be involved in its life. In the framework of these trips non-Jewish tourists and foreign journalists also arrive; they are invited to become acquainted with the different nuances of Israeli society and culture. These trips likewise include meetings with the minorities in Israel, with the aim of creating a joint forum which will work to strengthen democratic values. Ms. Forman noted that means can be raised for this from various organizations, foundations and contributors; the true challenge is not budgetary but of contents: valuable and significant activities that can attract many people to increase their attachment to Zionism and to Israel. 

Prof. Troy thanked Reeva Forman for her address and asked how the 40-60 age group can be brought to carry out the important work. 

Reeva Forman recounted that only in the second Intifada had she understand the importance of Zionism. As a Jewess from the Diaspora, the news from Israel, her other home, intrigued her. In her opinion, no matter how disaffiliated or disaffected Jewish youth and adults are in the world, Israel still has a corner in their hearts that can be awakened. Therefore these Jews must be brought to Israel. On their visit they can understand the dynamics of Israel and see what is happening here vis-à-vis the criticism of Israel around the world.
Prof. Troy thanked Reeva for her response and went on to ask her what would attract Jews to Israel; why money should not be invested in day schools rather than in synagogues. 

Reeva Forman insisted on the Jewish people's duty to put money into everything: the youth, the day schools, the Zionists, everything.   

On every trip that she brought to Israel, she understood that the issue is reaching out to an exceptional converted audience of Zionists. She brought back to South Africa Jews with more knowledge to face the critics of Zionism as well as racism. However, it is necessary to reach out to the non-converted. The non-converted audiences are the Jews in South Africa, Europe and America who are critical. They do not believe in Zionism and they must therefore be brought to Israel to have their questions answered, and these must be honest questions. 

She added that they encourage journalists to come to Israel with them. These journalists: a) were non-Jews, and b) were antagonistic to the words 'Israel' and 'Zionism'. Many Jews gave money for these visits. 

On the last visit Reeva and her group met with members of the communities here: Palestinian, Arab and Jewish. The group was very impressed by the democracy, which works for everyone living in Israel. They met with members of the “Abrahamic Fund,” a group of Jews, Christians and Muslims working together for peace.  In her opinion this is Zionism. We must be part of this Zionist world and we must protect the values of cooperation between members of all the religions. 

Prof. Troy thanked Reeva Forman and called on Anita Bartha from Dor Hemshech in Hungary.   

Anita Bartha, representative of Dor Hemshech from Hungary and one of the founders of Pix-rael, expressed her pride in representing her organization on the panel. 

In her opinion and that of her friends, the ideological political background of the Zionist Federation is too old to attract young people and does not meet their needs. Therefore, the traditional structure of the Zionists Movement has to be changed, particularly in the small communities like that of Hungary.
She presented the project sponsored by young Jews in that country for Israel's 60th Yom Ha’atzmaut, an open exhibition, an open picture competition, to which people sent pictures that they took in Tel Aviv.  No organization supported this project, not even the Zionist Federation. Just this year they received support because the Zionist Federation understood that they could succeed. 

The project was initiated by youngsters who were not part of any kind of organization. Their object was not to organize Zionist propaganda, but to show that while it is not possible to bring everybody to Israel, Israel can be brought to the people. Since Budapest and Tel Aviv are twin cities, it can be shown through the pictures that people in Israel are struggling with the same problems as people in Hungary. They have the same minority problems, they have the same structural problems. 

She spoke of another Jewish organization that had no place for activity, and its members had to create their own place. She indicated the assistance of the umbrella organization in Hungary, the Zionist Federation.  She again emphasized however that this organization is precisely a social network model and not an old ideological model. Therefore cyberspace and the Internet must be used, and they should be based on Facebook, an inexpensive online means that can reach everybody. 

In response to Professor Troy, who asked how she got around the language, she replied that she volunteered for a year in kibbutzim and when she came home she got involved with Judaism and Zionism and joined the Birthright program.  There must be Zionist Federations in small countries too. Anita Bartha expressed a wish to help to fund the Zionist Federations and to bring them into the forefront in whatever country they are in. This is so that the young people will know that they have a home in Israel. She emphasized that this would keep the young people connected, otherwise they have nothing.   

Because of the cooperation with other organizations, there is a renewal of Zionism in Hungary.  So the Jewish Agency helps them. Currently they are working together in the post Taglit programs and in some Taglit programs.   
Gerardo Stuczynski, one of the presidents of the Zionist Movement of Latin America and former president of the Zionist Federation of Uruguay, reinforced her words. He said that the fine projects of MASA, Birthright and others strengthen in the young Jews from around the world a feeling of identification with Israel and arouse in them great enthusiasm, but when they return to their country they find themselves in a kind of "void" and do not know how to channel their growing interest in Zionism. Therefore the Zionist Federations around the world must be strengthened and an appropriate infrastructure must be set up also in the small communities, so that the young people will be able to develop their attachment to Israel and give it practical expression. Reeva Forman agreed with the previous speakers and emphasized also the unique difficulties in her country. The South African Jewish community must deal with the hostile presentation of Israel in the media and therefore the moral base of the Zionist activists in the country must be strengthened. In order to do this, Ms. Forman suggested creation of a special forum - a task force to formulate a clear and inspiring vision and to develop an effective strategy that will allow South African Jewry to deal with the contemporary existential needs. 

Reeva Forman again stressed that even though the Jewish community in South Africa is very strong, the media in this country are among the most hostile in the world. To deal with the hostile media there are wonderful media teams. The high moral ground of the word Zionism must be claimed back from our enemies. A think tank must be created within the World Zionist Organization for developing an effective marketing strategy - to sell the new Zionism of the 21st century. Further, a new strategy and a new vision must be developed, which will be inclusive of the values and the morals of the Jews living in the Diaspora. When they address these values and morals, the comparison of Zionism to racism will be voided.  
We need a Zionism, which is inclusive of Zionists. Zionism and the Zionists will choose aliyah and proud Zionists to create proud Zionists living in the Diaspora.   

Marlene Post emphasized that there must be common ground between the Zionist movements in the different countries. 

She recommended encouraging the members of the youth movements and attracting them to sit on the Boards of every Zionist entity.  

It must be made possible for everybody to come to Israel in order to get a sense of the country.  Today's young people use only modern communication means. So we must move into the 22nd century and make sure that we are all on Facebook; that we are all holding meetings through turning on our computers and certainly communicating through every new communication device that there is. 

Prof. Gil Troy thanked the four speakers. He again emphasized the importance of organizational unity, networking, passion, rootedness and the Zionist dream. Through transmission of the messages and the vision it will be possible to move into the 22nd and 23rd centuries. 
William Hess praised the speakers for their contribution to the Zionist enterprise and summed up the joint issues that they raised. In conclusion, he suggested drawing inspiration from US President Barak Obama, who illustrated the power of the concept of the vision: with the power of the vision, it is possible to establish optimistic messages and to introduce real change. 

He then opened the second part of the meeting and emphasized that in order to examine the future course of the Zionist Movement it is important to know its historical background. The next speakers - the Chairman of the Zionist General Council and the Treasurer of the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency, presented the current portrait of the Zionist Movement, with reference to its historic context.
Rabbi Asher (Dick) Hirsh, Chairman of the Zionist General Council, described the complex relations between the World Zionist Organization and the United Jewish Communities (UJC) and Keren Hayesod. He began by explaining the context in which the current session was being held. The last Zionist General Council meeting was held in November 2008, after a series of debates of the JAFI Task Force on Governance, and it was decided there that the task force's recommendations on the relationship between the World Zionist Organization and its partners (the UJC and Keren Hayesod) would be submitted for the approval of the Zionist General Council in June 2009 at the current plenary session; so that the up-to-date recommendations on the issue would be presented. 

The task force stated with express preference that the Chairman of the Executive and the Deputy Chairman should not hold other positions of significant responsibility during their term of office, and this would mean separation between the chair of the JAFI and the World Zionist Organization Executive. The Zionist General Council Presidium accepted the principles of this proposal but appealed to the two sides to reach an agreement whereby the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Executive would continue to head both the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organization.
In order to explain the roots of the dispute, Rabbi Hirsch presented a historic survey of the relationship between the World Zionist Organization and its partners. The Jewish Agency was founded in 1929 as a joint enterprise of World Jewry; the Zionists were then a small minority in it. Chaim Weizmann, then President of the World Zionist Organization, recognized the importance of the support of the Jewish leaders and principal philanthropists in the Diaspora: most defined themselves as non-Zionists but agreed to support the Jewish Zionists on a philanthropic basis, and thus the Jewish Agency was established as a joint organization. Immediately on founding of this body, the Jewish world was faced with traumatic events (a world economic crisis, World War II, the Holocaust and the struggle for Jewish statehood); as a result the plans for creation of a partnership between the Zionists and non-Zionists were postponed, and the World Zionist Organization worked on behalf of the Jewish Agency Executive. This situation continued until the Six-Day War, with the main task of Diaspora Jewry focusing on the mission of raising money for the nascent Jewish state. After the Six-Day War the relationship between the bodies changed; many young Diaspora Jews expressed feelings of bitterness and complained that they were required to raise resources but had no ideological influence. The young Diaspora Jews saw themselves as leaders of the Jewish people. Even if they did not belong to the Zionist organization, they considered themselves Zionists committed to building of Israel. Consequently, in 1971 an agreement was signed for expansion of the Jewish Agency (the Reconstitution Agreement) and this was ratified in the Knesset in 1976. The agreement gave the Diaspora leadership a significant role in formulation and implementation of the Jewish Agency policies and the redefinition of the fields of responsibility stimulated mutual relations between personalities and institutions that led to continuous changes.
This was particularly evident in the field of Jewish Zionist education: education was originally the sole heritage of the World Zionist Organization, but because of budgetary considerations and in light of the request of the Diaspora leaders to deal with the area, the responsibility for this field was transferred to the Jewish Agency. Today, the Department for Jewish Zionist Education in the Jewish Agency runs a variety of educational programs, which constitute a kind of "inspiring campus" for Jewish and Zionist studies.   

Rabbi Hirsch then spoke of the problem of leadership of the Institutions. The Zionist General Council Presidium and members held lengthy debates on the role of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman. The importance of the matter lies in the fact that the leaders to a great extent determine the nature of the organization, its messages and mission, and they are responsible for formulating policy matters and bringing them before the Board of Governors. In an international organization like the JAFI, where the Board of Governors convenes only three times yearly, the role of the Chairman is even more essential. In Rabbi Hirsch's opinion, appointment of two separate chairmen is liable to cause differences of opinion between the two leaders in various matters (policy, programs, financing etc.) and weakening of the institutions and ideologies, and this is liable to worsen the in any case problematic relations between the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organization.
The expression "express preference" complicates the dispute even further, because its use is liable to complicate the election processes and to make the status of the new leaders doubtful. In this context, Rabbi Hirsch discussed the differences between the nature of the Jewish leadership in the USA and the leadership in Israel. It is widely maintained that the Jewish leaders in the USA want their work to be apolitical, but this statement reflects a misunderstanding of the basic difference in the governance systems and forms of action between the Jewish leadership in Israel and in the Diaspora. Jewish identity in the Diaspora is based on volunteering: the Jews of the Diaspora maintain their Jewish identity out of free choice, and their leaders work on a voluntary basis. In Israel, conversely, Jewish identity is the public domain and is not based on volunteering. The Jewish identity of the Israelis is expressed in fixed and measurable ways, which cannot be chosen but are imposed as an obligation, e.g. military service, payment of taxes etc. Accordingly, the Jewish leadership in Israel is elected in a state elections process in the framework of the political parties, and the institution of the World Zionist Organization is based on a political structure similar to the framework by which the State works. 

The Jewish Agency constitutes a unique merger between the two different systems, and combines between the volunteering nature of the activity in the Diaspora and the political process conducted in Israel. Therefore, the Jewish Agency also has a special legal status from the Israeli Government, which was established in the Knesset laws and re-anchored in the framework of the Coordinating Committee. This committee exists as an official body and in its framework meetings are held between the Israeli Government and the Jewish Agency at least three times yearly. This fact indicates the special status of the JAFI and its unique relations with the Government. Hence, clearly the role of the JAFI Chairman is significant and important, and must be placed in the hands of a very elevated personage with unique skills, but this mission is not simple since many of the people qualified do not stand for leadership positions, either because they do not wish to occupy them or because they do not have sufficient political power. 

Therefore, creative ways must be found to raise the level of the qualifications of the elected representatives, both in the USA and Israel. Rabbi Hirsch expressed empathy for the Jews of the Diaspora and asserted that placing the institution on a voluntary basis, according to the American system, seems a logical solution, but this method, in his opinion, will reduce the moral and political uniqueness of the World Zionist Organization and will lead to its being managed like other philanthropic organizations which exist in any case, such as the American JDC. The political processes in the State of Israel also have a positive value, since they express the involvement, commitment and concern characterizing Israel, and also contribute to the cooperation with the government institutions. In light of the aforesaid, the World Zionist Organization decided to recommend that the Chairman of the JAFI Executive serve as Chairman of both organizations, and alongside him there will be a professional Director General and an administrative staff to run the Jewish Agency affairs, while the Deputy Chairman will bear the main responsibility for the WZO affairs. Such an arrangement will allow the Chairman of the Executive to devote most of his energy to the Jewish Agency, while maintaining close working relations with the World Zionist Organization and furthering its objectives. 

Rabbi Hirsch related to the call by some of the WZO members for separation between the functions of the Chairmen in order to further the economic independence of the World Zionist Organization; he asserted that the World Zionist Organization can raise money itself also under the leadership of a joint chairman. He noted that the UJC and the Keren Hayesod raise most of the money from the Federations of the communities in which they work, and he emphasized that as long as the organizations constituting the basis of the membership in the World Zionist Organization do not allocate budgetary support for the Zionist Federations, the World Zionist Organization will remain a weak organization without influence. The WZO's main problem, he said, is not only the dearth of resources. The significant challenge facing it is creation of inspiring programs, which will inculcate Jewish values in creative and innovative ways. Restructuring of the organization is not the main challenge facing world Jewry, as shown by the reorganization of the US Jewish institutions over a decade ago. The merger between the different organizations did not significantly improve their status or influence and this shows that the organizational restructuring must include a redeployment program both at the value-oriented level and in the leadership methods. 

In conclusion, Rabbi Hirsch emphasized that the world changes in the economy and at the geopolitical level affect the Jewish world and its institutions. Manifestations such as assimilation, intermarriage and anti-Semitism continue to be a threat to Jewish existence, and in the contemporary changing world the Zionist Movement must also carry out extreme changes. The World Zionist Organization, the UJC and the Keren Hayesod constitute an integral part of the Zionist Movement, and this must remain united and work with a new creative approach in order to cope with the changing needs of tomorrow. The National Institutions - the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organization - are responsible for the future of the Jewish world, and they must work together in order to maintain the mutual relations between the State of Israel and Diaspora Jewry and to guarantee the future of the Jewish people. 
Haggai Meirom, Treasurer of the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency for Israel, first welcomed and thanked the members from the Diaspora who arrived for the Session, and the members of the organizing staff. Mr. Meirom emphasized the serious challenges facing the World Zionist Organization in light of the weakening of Zionist values, the serious economic crisis and the strained relations between the WZO and its partners in the Jewish Agency. The latter question, he said, calls for strategic decisions: The World Zionist Organization must decide whether to look at the artificial connection with the UJC and the Keren Hayesod nostalgically or to pave its way to economic and ideological independence, and to cope on its own with the various difficulties. Mr. Meirom stated that he was not calling for a split or division but it is necessary to get used to the possibility that significant changes must be made in light of the current situation where the World Zionist Organization relies on outside agencies, and in these conditions it is of necessity subject to ideological, moral and executive dictates. 

Despite his dual function as Treasurer of the Jewish Agency and of the World Zionist Organization together, he clarified that he wished to express his opinion in his capacity as Treasurer of the WZO and his commitment to this body. He described the difficult dialogue with the partners in the Jewish Agency, since many in the JAFI criticize the WZO and see it as a political and corrupt body. Therefore, he emphasized that the World Zionist Organization must strive for economic independence that will allow it freedom of action; the WZO has agreed to certain compromises in order to receive assets and income of a kind that will give it economic and practical independence.
The WZO can expand its budgetary resources in two main ways: finding new sources and government support. It will establish a fundraising system for this to identify additional methods for raising funds that it will receive directly. On a parallel, it will work to obtain aid from the Government of Israel in the Zionist, pioneering and educational activity: It will ask the government to grant it the means required to reinforce the educational activity in Israel and the Diaspora, and in the pioneering and Hagshama youth movements in particular. It will also make efforts to strengthen the relations with the Federations. Because of the lack of resources, in recent years the WZO was unable to provide the Federations with the support vital for their activities, and we must strive for improvement in this area. The Treasurer emphasized that the World Unions must also be strengthened; at the same time their status must be made equal to that of the organizations and they must be allowed to participate equally in the decision-making processes. The extensive activity of the different organizations – such as the conferences of the women's organizations and the upcoming Maccabiah events, attest to their unique contribution and prove their full right to stand and function equally with the other bodies.
He also emphasized the importance of the activity with the young generation and added that special means must be examined in order to attract the young people to the Zionist Movement. The student organizations must be supported and assisted in their constant struggle against manifestations of anti-Semitism and denial of Zionism.  

In the last part of his address, the Treasurer related to the technological innovations of the 21st century, and emphasized that the Zionist Movement can use them effectively for dissemination of its messages and values. The modern communication means allow strengthening of the ties between world Jewry and uniting them in one network. The virtual age constitutes also a very valuable information and educational tool through which all world Jewry can learn about the Zionist Movement and absorb its spirit. Galya Albin's initiative demonstrates the potential of the Internet arena as a meeting place of all world Jewry, and this field should continue to be developed. The WZO has indeed improved its means in this area and today runs an advanced Internet site, containing rich information and contents and allowing access to its different departments and institutions, for instance the Bialik Institute and the Central Zionist Archives. In conclusion, he called for continuation of this activity as part of a general trend of expanding the Zionist enterprise in all the Jewish communities in the world, with the aspiration of maintaining their unity and setting them on a new path. 

Effie Stenzler, Chairman of the Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael, began by presenting the values-oriented, ideological and moral importance of the KKL "blue box". This box from the outset expressed the attachment of Diaspora Jewry to Eretz Israel, and proclaimed eternal faith in the possibility of establishing a sovereign state that would constitute a settlement outpost and safe haven for the Jewish people. The "blue box" thus constitutes a kind of metonymy for the essential relation between the Jewish people and the Land of Israel, and this status has deep historical roots: it constituted a silent testimony that even in times of crisis, as at the time of the Holocaust, the Jewish Zionist agencies continued to work for the establishment of an independent and safe Jewish state.
With the establishment of the State, the KKL mobilized for the consolidation of the State of Israel and the expansion of the settlements there. Six decades have since elapsed, but even today the Jewish world faces various threats - anti-Semitism, anti-Israelism etc. In recent years we have witnessed additional crises, e.g. the world economic crisis, which affects the progress of the national Jewish institutions and the KKL in particular directly and indirectly. This situation obliges the KKL to work energetically to strengthen its force, and it must raise money and resources in order to continue its important activity. In this context, Mr. Stenzler recounted that he had recently made a lightning trip to Australia to raise contributions. The visit gave him an opportunity to meet with Australian Jews in general and with members of the young generation in particular. These youngsters carry out Zionist activity devotedly, enthusiastically and with a spirit of action, and it is very important to continue to encourage the activity among the youth and to develop young Jewish leadership. 

Mr Stenzler went on to emphasize the importance of settling the Negev and the Galil. The center of Israel is densely populated, while the Galil and Negev areas, which constitute 60% of the State, are poorly populated and we must continue to develop them. Mr. Stenzler also emphasized the vital need for cooperation between Israeli and Diaspora Jewry, and declared that the strength and the future of the Jewish people lie in this. 

In conclusion, he described the KKL's extensive activity. In recent years the KKL built four new settlements in the Negev and strengthened hundreds of settlements – kibbutzim, moshavim, community settlements etc. In order to continue this extensive activity the cooperation with the National Institutions and with the WZO in particular must be consolidated. The KKL is ready to continue to provide budgetary support for the WZO, but for this the agreements formulated must be discussed. According to these agreements, the KKL is supposed to receive to its responsibility 70,000 dunams in the Negev and Mr. Stenzler expressed hope and optimism that these areas would advance the settlement enterprise, would increase the strength of the State of Israel and reinforce the future of the Jewish people.  

Plenary Session No. 3
Event to Mark the Centenary of the 

First Hebrew City - Tel Aviv
The Chairman Ian Samuel opened the plenary session, presenting the historic role of the Zionist institutions in the building of the city of Tel Aviv. He recounted that Akiva Arieh Weiss, one of the city's founding fathers, asked the then head of the WZO Settlement Department, Arthur Ruppin, for the JAFI's support in building the Jewish neighborhood, Ahuzat Bayit. Dr. Ruppin responded to his request, and at the Eighth Zionist Congress (1909) it was determined that the KKL would grant the new neighborhood the necessary loans. These resources were allocated for building of the infrastructure for the houses in the neighborhood, which in time came to be called "Tel Aviv" (in wake of Nahum Sokolov's translation of Theodor Herzl's book "Altneueland" into Hebrew).
A recorded greeting of Ron Huldai, Mayor of Tel Aviv, was then screened, after which actor Shmuel Vilozhny presented a scene from the one-man play "A Jew in the Dark", based on a true story that occurred during the Spanish Inquisition. Alongside his success as an actor and comedian, Mr. Vilozhny served as a member of the Tel Aviv City Council and also stood for mayor. After presentation of the scene from the play, he explained that it demonstrates the deep historic relation between the Jews and their roots and their people. Mr. Vilozhny went on to describe the lively and multicolored nature of Tel Aviv and gave a short account of his public activity as a council member.
A short film was then screened presenting contemporary Tel Aviv and offering a 'taste' of its diversified sites. The film, constituting part of an extensive Zionist educational kit devoted to Tel Aviv, was produced in the framework of the Hagshama Department's activity for the city's centenary celebrations. This kit includes inter alia an attractive quiz which has been very successful in the Jewish frameworks around the world, a photography competition of the city run through the Internet (on the initiative of Anita Bartha and Esther Sas, members of the Dor Hemschech in the Zionist Federation of Hungary), a mobile exhibition presented also virtually etc. The moderator emphasized that many activists participate significantly in the Zionist enterprise and are involved in projects relating to promotion of the values of Zionism and in activities relating to the Tel Aviv Centenary celebrations in particular. The devoted activists - participants in the various educational programs, trainees, graduates of the youth movements, new immigrants and so forth - carry out their work far from the spotlights. The opportunity was now given to Kevin Nifty, a new immigrant from Australia who works for integration of the new immigrants in Tel Aviv, to present his work.
Mr. Nifty recounted his personal story and the background to his Aliyah to Israel. His family immigrated to Australia from South Africa, where he grew up under the apartheid regime. His religious parents instilled in him the values of Jewish tradition and the love of the Jewish people, and his attachment to Israel was strengthened on his visit here in the framework of "Birthright".  During his academic studies in Australia he became involved in the Jewish student organizations, and came to Israel twice more as a group counselor. On conclusion of his studies he volunteered to the IDF and was exposed for the first time to the Israeli melting pot and social diversity. Subsequently, he spent six months at Kibbutz Ein Gev as a volunteer. On conclusion of his semester work, he returned to Israel and volunteered in a Paris Peace Center project in which Israelis and Palestinians met for shared sporting activity. The experiences that he accrued, and his work at the Hadassah Magshimim Center, aroused in him the wish to direct a unique enterprise, and he founded the social Internet network Telavivit, a site for new immigrants living in Tel Aviv and tourists visiting the city, containing useful information in various fields - events, social meetings, volunteer work and possibilities, information on aliyah etc. The project aspires to present the contemporary Zionist pioneers and to allow them to get to know each other. Mr. Nifty emphasized that the new immigrants of today came out of value-oriented beliefs, full of idealism, energy and vision, aspiring to position Israel as a leading country that will constitute an example of social justice and change. The immigrants who settle in Tel Aviv quickly discover that the city constitutes a kind of complete world in miniature. Some see it as a kind of bubble, but Mr. Nifty expressed positive feelings in relation to this epithet; Tel Aviv is managed as an island of freedom and energy, that allows its residents to understand their personal potential and to realize it. He also recounted that his home is a kind of kibbutz inside the bustling city: he lives with three other new immigrants, and the house constitutes a meeting place between many young people - Olin and tourists - who find in their home a temporary hostel. Mr. Nifty concluded by quoting a friend of his: "Every day is an opportunity to discover something new, something old, something classical and something modern"; Tel Aviv allows full realization of this statement.
In conclusion of the enjoyable evening, the audience watched a show "Sharim Lelo Hafsaka" - a salute to Tel Aviv combining films, speech and music.  
Plenary Session no. 4 – 

Adoption of Resolutions Session
Adv. Alan Silverman, president of the World Masorti Union, opened the plenary session, calling on Rami Kornblum to speak in memory of Dr. Robert Guttmann, member of the Zionist Executive, who passed away and who was not eulogized in the opening session. Rami Kornblum described Dr. Guttmann's wide-ranging activity as Chairman of the Zionist Federation and Vice President of the Central Jewish Committee in Germany, and his unique support for the activity of the Jewish youth in Germany. 

On conclusion of the eulogy, the chairman presented the planned course of the meeting, dedicated to passing of the resolutions. 

 Gael Grunewald read out the various draft resolutions. A summary of the resolutions approved is presented below:  

I. The World Zionist Organization will work to prevent anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism and negation of Israel's legitimacy as the state of the Jewish people. The World Zionist Organization will conduct a public diplomacy struggle to prevent these manifestations and for changing of world public opinion, giving pluralistic expression to the positions of the different streams in the Jewish world. The Zionist Executive will formulate an action plan for this and an appropriate budget, and will work in this area together with the Jewish Agency and other relevant bodies (Resolution 1.1).
II. In light of the difficult financial situation of the World Zionist Organization, it was decided to encourage the national Zionist movements to raise additional financial means for expansion of their activity (Resolution 1.2).
III. The World Zionist Organization will conduct negotiations with the Israeli Government in order to mobilize it to assist the WZO's Zionist activity in Israel and worldwide (Resolution 1.3).

IV. An executive committee will be formed to discuss WZO involvement in Israeli society; the committee will also work as a WZO lobby in the Knesset for furthering of the Jerusalem Program. A joint committee will also be formed between the World Zionist Organization and the Israeli Government, which will work for increasing Zionist awareness and activity in Israel and the Diaspora (Resolution 1.4). 
V. The World Zionist Organization will work for strengthening, consolidation and development of Jewish settlements in the State of Israel (Resolution 1.5).
VI. The World Zionist Organization will reinforce the activity among the young generation and Dor Hemshech. The Zionist youth movements and the Hagshama movements will receive budgets and resources, and a multiyear action plan will be formulated to further them.  

In order to reinforce the incorporation of the young generation (ages 18-30) and the Dor Hemshech (aged 30-45), a task force will be created, which will be made up of these age groups: at least 25% of the task force will be members of the young generation and at least 25% members of the Dor Hemshech, both Israelis and from the Diaspora. The task force will receive a mandate to review the relevant resolutions approved since Zionist Congress XXXIV and will formulate action strategies for the young generation and the Dor Hemshech, which will be compatible with the WZO organizational structure. 

The World Zionist Organization will also support the organizational, educational and hasbara activity among the Jewish students in the Diaspora, through budgetary resources and a worldwide plan of action (Resolutions 1.6, 1.10 and 1.11).  

VII. The World Zionist Organization will assist and support educational programs for strengthening of Zionist awareness and attachment to the State of Israel, such as the "MASA" program and Hebrew language teaching projects (Resolutions 1.8 and 1.9).
VIII. The World Zionist Organization will work for promotion of Jewish Aliyah from the Diaspora to the State of Israel, and will assist the emissaries in the Jewish communities around the world (Resolutions 2.1 and 2.2).
IX. Appropriate resources will be allocated to Zionist activity in the Diaspora, for consolidation of Jewish identity and nurturing of the attachment of Diaspora Jewry to the State of Israel. The World Zionist Organization will work together with the Israeli Government to provide the means required for the Zionist Federations in order to continue their activity, and the Department for Zionist Activity will formulate a creative program of objectives of the Zionist activities in order to attract the young Jewish population in the Diaspora to the Zionist Movement (Resolutions 2.4 and 2.6).
It was also agreed to approve the votum separatum establishing that at least 75% of the World Zionist Organization budget will be allocated to activity among Diaspora Jewry. Adi Guy, who presented the votum separatum, explained the importance of the proposal to create a strategic method that defines the main focus of the activity, and argued that the emphasis must be placed on Zionist activity in the Diaspora communities in light of the constant decline in allocating of the resources for them, despite the threats of assimilation and anti-Semitism with which Diaspora Jewry is faced (Resolution 2.5). 

X. A special committee will be created for mapping of the small Jewish communities around the world and for examining their unique needs. This committee will seek additional possibilities to support them and to obtain budgets for them (Resolution 2.7). 

This resolution was approved after lengthy debates. Rabbi Yehiel Wasserman, Director General of the Department for Religious Affairs, stated that his Department has been dealing with such mapping for a long time, and therefore creation of a special committee for this is superfluous. The main problem he said is not in finding budgetary sources but in applying the consequent resolutions. Executive Member Kito Hasson, on the other hand, emphasized that great attention must be paid to all the small communities, including Jewish communities in Latin America and in the former USSR, which require careful mapping. Executive Member Masha Lubelski supported the proposal, arguing that the situation must be avoided where small communities are influenced exclusively by certain bodies such as the Satmer Hassidim. Helena Glazer expressed support for the proposal but wished to expand the number of participants in the committee. Paula Edelstein stated that such a committee was liable to complicate the work processes and Hanna Melamed suggested including all the matters relating to the small communities in the field of activity of the Department for Religious Affairs. David Breakstone stated on this that the mapping committee does not seek to erode the activities of other departments but was designed to assist them. Haggai Meirom supported Mr. Breakstone and explained that the mapping committee would not prejudice the activities of other departments but would facilitate their work and help the Department for Religious Affairs to carry out its good work in this area in the best way possible. On conclusion of these debates, the proposal was put to the vote and was passed by a majority. . 

XI. The Zionist Movement approved a basic resolution to represent the values of pluralism, to respect the various strata existing in the Jewish people and among the Zionist groups and to encourage diversified possibilities of expression characterizing the Jewish people, alongside the maintaining of the Zionist nature of the Movement (Resolution 2.8).
XII. In light of the governance change process in the Jewish Agency it was resolved that the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Executive would not hold other positions of significant responsibility during their term of office.  However, it was resolved that in order to continue the cooperation and mutual relations between the National Institutions, the Zionist General Council will work to obtain agreement that the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Jewish Agency will serve, respectively, as Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Zionist Executive. The Zionist General Council will also work for consolidation of the independent status of the World Zionist Organization, for its increased economic independence and for furthering of its influence on the policies, goals and priorities of the different National Institutions (KKL, Keren Hayesod and the Jewish Agency). The WZO representatives in the institutions and organizations will faithfully represent Zionist ideology and the essential needs to guarantee the influence of the World Zionist Organization and for achieving of its goals. 

Following the structural and substantial changes in the Jewish Agency, and in order to protect the interests of the World Zionist Organization, it was resolved to conserve and define the status of the World Zionist Organization in all the institutions of the Jewish Agency through appropriate representation, and to formulate a firm policy of guarantee of budgetary sources of the Jewish Agency and of the World Zionist Organization (Resolution 3.1-3.3). 

XIII. The Zionist Executive will work energetically for the consolidation of the Settlement Division and an increase in its budgets, focusing on settlement in the Negev and Galil areas and with cooperation with the relevant government agencies. In this matter, Jacques Kupfer appealed for support for the settlers in Judea and Samaria (Resolutions 3.4).
XIV. The Zionist General Council representatives in the Jewish Agency institutions will work in organized and firm manner so that the JAFI Education Department will nurture the Institute for Overseas Instructors. The Institute constitutes a main factor in the training of counselors of the Zionist youth movements in the world, but in recent years it has been subject to substantial cutbacks. Therefore, action must be taken to strengthen its status and increase its budgets (Resolution 3.5).
XV. The members of the World Zionist Organization will work energetically for strengthening of the education emissaries of the Hagshama movements and the youth movements, and will endeavor to influence the Jewish Agency to support activity of the education emissaries (Resolution 3.6).
XVI. The Zionist General Council Presidium will create a search committee to find a President of the World Zionist Organization. A suitable public personality will be elected to the position, and will assist in the WZO's capacity to raise the resources essential for its development. The committee will be created until late August 2009; half its members will be residents of the Diaspora, at least 25% of its members will be aged 45 and above, and will work on a volunteer basis (Resolution 3.7).
XVII. As part of the World Zionist Organization renewal process various committees were created, inter alia of the Enlarged Executive and of the Inner Executive. The activities of the committees sometimes overlap, in particular as regards supervision of departmental activity. In cases of disputes concerning the jurisdiction of the committees, it was decided to give preference to the rulings of the Enlarged Executive committee (Resolution 3.8).
XVIII. After discussion, it was agreed to approve the rulings as regards future planning of the Zionist Movement and methods of carrying out the activities of the National Institutions and the manner of cooperation between them. It was resolved that the Zionist General Council Presidium and the Zionist Executive will hold negotiations with the Israeli Government on budgeting of initiatives in special educational programs to be carried out by the WZO, that they will work for creation of an agreement with the KKL to obtain a guaranteed budget for four years and will continue the negotiations with the partners in the Jewish Agency for transfer of assets to the World Zionist Organization (Resolution 3.11 (1-3)). 

XIX. The draft resolution for a constitutional amendment on the elections to the Zionist Congress was approved by a majority. The new regulations determine that the delegates of the different countries will be elected according to the policy usual in their countries (according to methods compatible with the accepted principles of democracy). If the regional election committee decides (by a majority of at least 75%) that in certain countries it is impossible to hold elections because of special circumstances, these countries will we represented with the same composition of the delegation as in the previous Congress, whereas the seats of bodies that are not eligible will be redistributed, fairly, by the regional elections committees. If the committee determines not to hold national elections for two consecutive Congresses, the regulations will be restored that were established in the Session held in 2007 (Resolution 4.1). 

During reading out of this resolution, the participants made several comments. Jacques Kupfer noted that at the last Zionist Congress a delegation from France did not participate for various reasons; it must be ensured that such a situation does not recur in the future, and that large communities that support Israel will not be obliged to be absent from the Congress. Barak Levi Shilat called for support of the resolution and noted that it allows the Federations independent decision-making capacity and the possibility of holding the elections in a manner appropriate to them. Moreover, he emphasized that the constitutional amendment process is complex and complicated, and therefore this proposal constitutes the basis for approving of additional resolutions. On conclusion of the debates on the issue, the proposal was put to the vote and approved by a majority greater than two thirds.
As a complement to this draft resolution, Regulation 20 was approved constituting a kind of addition to the regulations, and defining more precisely the election procedures in the Federations (Resolution 4.2).
XX. With the aim of regulating the status of the national organizations in the Zionist Movement, it was resolved to also make an amendment in the WZO Constitution: to the clause determining that a representative of an international Jewish organization will not participate in elections to the Institutions of the World Zionist Organization and will not vote on matters of candidacy, a clause will be added that will clarify that the provisions of this subclause will not apply to an international Zionist organization and Jewish organization that decided not to participate in the elections to the Zionist Congress and whose members personally signed the Zionist program, the Jerusalem Program; the representatives of these organizations will be entitled to vote on any matter in the WZO Institutions. 

The Treasurer Haggai Meirom presented the nature and importance of the Resolution. He appealed to support the draft resolution, emphasizing the unique activity of the various organizations (Maccabi, WIZO, Hadassah, Emunah, Na'amat, B'nai B'rith etc.) and their considerable contribution to the WZO. On conclusion of his intervention, the draft resolution was put to the vote and was approved by a majority (Resolution 4.3).
It should be noted that during the plenary session several draft resolutions that were not approved were also debated. Resolution 2.3, which proposed creating regional Zionist councils to be made up of members of the Unions, the international organizations and the youth and student movements, was rejected in committee, but Shamai Keynan submitted a votum separatum which was presented by Eliezer Sheffer. Mr. Sheffer noted that the idea for founding regional councils had been introduced on Dr. Breakstone's initiative several years previously. Such councils work currently in some of the places, but they must be expanded and consolidated in conjunction with the youth councils and the organizations, and therefore representatives of these bodies must participate in their leadership. David Raij of Uruguay stated conversely that this resolution is liable to weaken the status of the local Zionist Federations, and the votum separatum was rejected (Resolution 2.3).
For Resolutions 3.9 (building of the Zionist Movement in a changing world) and 3.10 (planning the future for the Zionist Movement and tools for implementation), a votum separatum was also submitted, but it was decided to remove these proposals from the agenda. 

Resolution 4.5 sought to postpone Zionist Congress XXXVI until June 2011 but did not receive the appropriate majority support (at least 75% of the votes). Resolution 4.6, which sought to amend the WZO Constitution as regards Zionist Congress XXXVI and the composition of its representatives in an ad hoc temporary order, was also rejected. There was a certain confusion in the wording of the proposal and therefore it was agreed to transmit it for examination by the Department for Zionist Activities before approving it. 

The plenary session was concluded with thanks to the participants, and with an invitation to the opening events of the 18th Maccabiah Games. 
Plenary Session No. 5 – 

The Winding-Up Session
At the beginning of the plenary session, the session chair, Haya Singer, called on the Chairman of the Zionist General Council, Rabbi Asher (Dick) Hirsh, to speak. As Chairman of the General Assembly of the Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael, Rabbi Hirsch announced that it had been decided to hold the vote on the KKL by secret ballot the following week on June 25.  Avi Widerman objected to this, but Rabbi Hirsch explained that the vote would be held at the time established, although there would be separation between the vote and the debate on the KKL. Masha Lubelski related to a procedural matter, and asked that the stewards receive a list of the members of the World Zionist Organization Executive in order to prevent superfluous waiting and delays, and Rabbi Hirsch accepted the proposal. 

Rami Kornblum was then asked to say some words of appreciation on behalf of Mark Ismailoff, Director of the Legal Office, on the occasion of the retirement of Adv. Fern Braniss from her position as Legal Adviser. 

Mr. Kornblum described Ms. Braniss's serious, devoted and faithful work, praised her professional achievements and personal qualities, noted the great appreciation that her colleagues and the entire community feel for her, and wished her success in her future career.  

On conclusion of the plenary session, Rabbi Hirsch thanked all the participants in directing of the Zionist General Council Session, and particularly Rami Kornblum and Jacob Gispan. Finally he congratulated the couple Emily and Josh on their marriage, and expressed admiration for the democratic spirit and positive atmosphere in which the session had been held. 
Resolutions of Zionist General Council, Session XXXXV/4

A: 
Constitutional Amendments and Preparations for Congress

1. Elections to the Zionist Congress – Amendment of 

Article 19 in the WZO Constitution 

Whereas genuine efforts were invested prior to the last Zionist Congress in holding general, direct and secret elections as mandated by the amended Constitution; and

Whereas those efforts did not yield the desired results; and

Whereas the participation in those elections did not justify the expenditure of time and money that was spent on them; and 

Whereas the elections that were held interfered with the smooth function of the Zionist Federations for a period of not less than several months; and 

Whereas the democratic process continues to be an important value of the World Zionist Organization; and 

Whereas the needs and circumstances of the electoral areas vary from one to the other, requiring that various options be made available to them in choosing their delegations to the Congress.

Be it hereby resolved:  To amend the Constitution of the WZO, Article 19, as follows: 

Article 19

Para 1 -  The delegates shall be elected in each electoral area (country) in accordance with a method consistent with generally accepted democratic principles.

Para 2  -  Should the Area Election Committee determine by a majority of 75% that extenuating circumstances make the holding of elections unwise or impractical, it shall be represented at the Congress by a delegation of an identical constellation to the previous Congress, except for bodies that are no longer eligible. Those seats will be re-allocated in a fair manner by the Area Election Committee. 

Para 3 -   Should the AEC determines the suspension of elections for two consecutive Congresses, its decision must be approved by an 75% majority of the Central Elections Committee.
2. 
Rule 20 in the Rules for the Election of  Delegates to the  CongrReinstatement of ess
Whereas the holding of general, direct and secret elections for the 35th Zionist Congress proved in many instances to be a costly and highly inefficient and ineffective way to determine the delegation of an electoral area (country) to the Congress; and 

Whereas the deepening worldwide economic crisis and the worsening financial situation of the WZO are such that it will be extremely difficult to access the funds necessary to hold general, direct and secret elections for the 36th Zionist Congress; and

Whereas genuine efforts were invested prior to the last Zionist Congress in holding general, direct and secret elections as mandated by the amended Constitution; and

Whereas the participation in and nature of those elections did not justify the expenditure of time and money that was spent on them; and 

Whereas, as often as not, the elections that were held interfered with the smooth function of the Zionist Federations for a period of not less than several months; 

Be it hereby resolved:   That Rule 20, which was excised from the Rules for the Election of Delegates to the Congress by the Zionist General Council in June 2004, be re-enacted. 

In order to avoid any misunderstanding, Rule 20 states: 

Rule 20 

Elections without Polling Owing to the Submission of one Nomination List Only

If, within the time limit for submitting nomination lists or nominations to stand as candidate only one nomination list or nomination conforming to the requirements of the Election Rules and the Election Regulations of the area concerned has been submitted, no voting shall take place and the appropriate number of candidates shall be declared by the AEC as elected delegates and the number of candidates following on the list as their deputy delegates.

3. 
The Right to Vote of the Organizations 

Whereas, since its inception, the WZO aspired to include in its midst all of world Jewry, the challenges it took upon itself embraced the central themes of the Jewish people in Israel and the Diaspora; from the creation of a Jewish/Zionist Educational network throughout the world, advancing activities of rescue and Aliyah to Israel, the strengthening of Jewish settlement throughout Eretz Israel, the nurturing of all youth activities in Israel and the Diaspora, the struggle against anti-Semitism etc.; and 

Whereas, and parallel to, the rainbow of activities of the WZO several Jewish organizations, represented among the presenters of this proposal*, were developed an interwoven and effective worldwide network of Zionist activities suited to the needs of time and place. Today this network encompasses over one and a half million Jews in 85 countries worldwide; and

Whereas, in order to strengthen the WZO its leaders decided to incorporate the organizations outlined above to its ranks within a special status, while recognizing their unique contribution and importance to the organization; and

Whereas, throughout the years the organizations are active within the Zionist framework and their increased incorporation in its activities, there is a need and a demand to equalize the status of the international organizations, to equal status to the political alliances, as an essential step toward the strengthening of the standing of the WZO; and

Whereas, the elimination of the restrictive clause which excludes the international organizations will amend the current situation whereby most of the Zionist activities in the world are carried out by these international organizations while they are prevented from participating in the central decisions which constitute the primary basis for these activities,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  That, in relation to Article #5 Para 4 Subsection (aa)(4) of the WZO Constitution, which states:  No representative of a Jewish International Body shall take part in elections to the governing bodies of the WZO, nor vote on matters of candidature… 

At the end of this Section, an additional sub-Section will be added, that the provisions of this sub-section shall not apply to a Zionist body or an international Jewish body which has decided not to participate in elections to the Zionist Congress and its members have signed on the Zionist program (Jerusalem Program). Representatives of such bodies may vote on any matter in the institutions of the WZO.

* The resolution was submitted by: Maccabi World Union, World Emunah, WIZO, Naamat, Bnai Brith International, the World Federation of Sephardi Communities, the Organization of Orthodox Synagogues and Communities in Israel and the Diaspora.
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a) in Israel,        &  


b) in the Young Generation - in Israel and the Diaspora

4. The Struggle against Antisemitism, anti-Zionism and the             negation of the right  to existence of the Jewish national entity - Israel

Whereas the scourge of Antisemitism is spreading exponentially around the world, occasionally appearing in the form of anti-Zionism or anti-Israel sentiment, including:

demonstrations, terrorist attacks, assaults, hostile publicity, boycotts of Israeli products, Holocaust denial, proposal of anti-Zionist resolutions in international forums, and so on, which are all daily phenomena around the world. Iran, extremist Islamic organizations and countries, as well as the radical political left and right, are constantly and ubiquitously pursuing the dissemination of Antisemitism; and

Whereas this phenomenon threatens and impacts on Jews throughout the world, irrespective of their location, and Jews living in the State of Israel; and

Whereas this trend is apparently not going to change in the near future; and

Whereas world public opinion is important for the continued existence of the State of Israel as a democratic Jewish state; and

Whereas the struggle is fundamental to the World Zionist Organization in the years to come,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves That the Zionist movement will conduct an advocacy campaign to impact on and change world public opinion, based on open debate, within the Jewish public, in all its sectors, focusing on the subject of: Anti-Zionism as Denial and Delegitimization of the State of Israel, which is tantamount to a denial of the right to self-determination, which is the reserved right of every people.

The Zionist General Council further resolves: To charge the Zionist Executive to establish a special committee to draw up a program of action, together with an appropriate budget, and in cooperation with the Jewish Agency and other relevant bodies, so that action will not be limited to response to anti-Semitic activity but, rather, will take the form of initiatives to canvass the support and cooperation of organizations and people throughout the world for the purpose of ongoing, in-depth action against this perturbing phenomena.

5. The Financial Independence of the Constituent Bodies of the World Zionist Organization

Whereas the financial situation of the World Zionist Organization is critical; and

Whereas the current financial situation does not appear likely to improve drastically; and

Whereas the Government of Israel is not yet providing financial support for the Zionist movement;

The Zionist General Council determines That each territorial Zionist organization will promote the necessary fundraising  to support its local activities, over and beyond the allocation of the World Unions, Federations and movements, which shall be maintained.

6. 
The Future of the Zionist Movement and Tools for its implementation -  in Israel
Whereas the Government of Israel has declared its intention to place Jewish-Zionist education at the hub and center of its activity; and

Whereas the budget of the World Zionist Organization continues to be decreased;
The 35th Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To enter into negotiations with the Government of Israel, so that it will assist the World Zionist Organization with  Zionist activities in Israel and in the world and will share responsibility for ensuring the continued existence and development of the Institutions for Zionist Activities in Israel.
7. 
The Involvement of the WZO in Israeli Society
Whereas the process of renewal of the WZO generated a new Jerusalem Program adopted at session XXXIV/2 of the Zionist General Council in June 2004; and 

Whereas a major plank of that program emphasizes that building the Zionist movement includes impacting on the nature of Israeli society; and

Whereas the 35th Zionist Congress resolved in Resolution 41 to establish a  forum,
 "on the character of Israeli society which, amongst other things, will act as a lobby of the WZO in matters listed in the Jerusalem Program, including ensuring Israel as a democratic Jewish State and its building as an exemplary society"; and

Whereas this resolution has not been implemented,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves: That the Zionist Executive establish no later than August 31, 2009, an Executive Committee on the Involvement of the WZO in Israeli Society, which will, inter alia, act as a lobby of the WZO within the Knesset regarding matters related to the Jerusalem Program.

And be it further resolved:   That the Zionist Executive will work for the immediate establishment of a joint WZO-Government of Israeli committee that shall meet no less than 3 times during the year to review matters of mutual interest, including enhancing Zionist consciousness within Israel and strengthening the Zionist movement abroad, with the aforementioned committee of the Zionist Executive comprising the WZO representation on this joint committee.
8.
Jewish Settlement in the State of Israel
Whereas Jewish settlement in the State of Israel constitutes a part of the Zionist vision as expressed in the Jerusalem Program,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To consolidate, reinforce, expand and develop Jewish settlement in the State of Israel.
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9. 
Magshimim Zionist Youth Movements
Whereas the Zionist General Council regards the Magshimim Zionist youth movements as the cornerstone of the Zionist movement,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To charge the Zionist Executive and representatives of the youth movements in the Jewish Agency, its institutions and committees, to assign high priority to the Magshimim Zionist youth movements in the allocation of resources. 

The Zionist General Council also resolves:  To charge the Zionist Executive and the Presidium of the Zionist General Council to prepare a long-term activity plan that gives preference to youth, students and young leadership in general, and the Magshimim movements in particular, and to bring this proposal to the next Session of the Zionist General Council. 
10. 
Masa Programs
Whereas MASA Programs constitute an excellent framework for Zionist education and the enhancement of Jewish identity and to bring young Jews closer to the State of Israel, and the program offers an in-depth experience that produces a tremendous impact,

The Zionist General Council hereby:  Calls upon the Zionist Executive to act in concert with the relevant Jewish Agency bodies in order to assist in expanding the Masa Program, so that the number of Masa participants increases significantly.

11. 
Jewish Zionist Education in the Diaspora: The Study of the Hebrew Language

The Hebrew Language

Whereas one of the prime instruments to conserve Jewish identity in Israel and the Diaspora is the study of the Hebrew Language; and

 Whereas many resolutions have been previously adopted in this forum on education in the spirit of Judaism, we propose that a decision be made to establish a dedicated Hebrew Language Day – in Israel and worldwide. On this day, events will be held to reinforce the bonds between Israeli citizens and the Jewish People in the Diaspora,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  That, in order to ensure the implementation of the above proposed resolutions, it is necessary to allocate budgets within the framework of the appropriate departments.

12. 
Activity in the Student Milieu
Whereas the Zionist General Council attaches great importance to organized educational and informational activity among Jewish students in the Diaspora that places a particular focus on Zionist ideology, the centrality of the State of Israel and encouragement of Aliyah,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:   To charge the Zionist Executive to prepare a worldwide budget proposal and work plan for Zionist activity among students on campus, in conjunction with world Zionist student organizations, to be presented to the next Session of the Zionist General Council.
13. 
The Young Generation and the Next Generation
Whereas building the Zionist Movement requires the cultivation and integration of a younger generation; and 

Whereas the integration and empowerment of the next generation into the institutions of the WZO must be of the highest priority, 

Be it hereby resolved:  That the Zionist General Council reaffirms its support for the following resolution and calls upon the Zionist Executive to establish the stipulated Task Force no later than July 31, 2009.

 And whereas the WZO has adopted a number of resolutions calling upon the integration of the young generation and the next generation into the institutions of the WZO, including resolution 23 and 24 of the ZGC XXXIV/4 (June 2005); and

Whereas the 35th Zionist Congress called upon the executive to establish a task force to "review in depth all relevant resolutions adopted during and since the 34th Zionist Congress, and to consider how to bring the realization of these resolutions, and to present a report, no later that the next session of the ZGC" (Resolution 33, June 2006); and

Whereas the Zionist Executive did not implement this resolution; and

Whereas the WZO budget includes a number of lines for activities for working with the younger generation (18-30) and the next generation (30-45) in Israel and abroad; and

Whereas there is no master plan for spending this money or coordinating efforts in this regard,

Be it therefore resolved:  That the Zionist Executive shall establish a task force no later than August 31, 2009, with at least 25% of its members being between the ages of 18 - 30 and at least 25% being between the ages of 30-45, with half of its members being from the Diaspora. The mandate of the Task Force shall be to review all relevant resolutions adopted from the 34th Zionist Congress onwards, and to propose a single, overall and coordinated strategy for working with the younger generation (18-30) and the next generation (30-45) both in Israel and the Diaspora, that is in keeping with the organizational structure of the WZO following this session of the Zionist General Council.
14. 
Strengthening Zionist Frameworks and Zionist Federations in the Jewish World
Whereas, throughout the year, the message of Zionism and Zionist activity, together with the task of outreach to the young generation and to the next generation, in order to draw them towards the Zionist Federations, are currently at an all time low and their very existence endangered,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To charge the Department for Zionist Activities to prepare a program of goals for creative Zionist Activity, in order to attract the Young Generation in each and every country, and also charges the Zionist Executive to mobilize appropriate financial resources to implement this program, to the best of its ability.
C. The Zionist Program and Tools for its Implementation -    
   
in the Diaspora
15. Aliyah as the Focal Point and Center of  World Zionist Organization Activity

Whereas Aliyah constitutes Israel's "oxygen supply"; and

Whereas Aliyah to Israel has the capacity to prevent the phenomenon of assimilation,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To place Aliyah at the focal point and center of World Zionist Organization activity; and

To charge the representatives of the Jewish Agency for Israel to give Aliyah to Israel, the promotion of Aliyah and education towards Aliyah top priority in the allocation of resources and the means necessary to implement this resolution.

16. 
Young Shlichut
Whereas the concept of Aliyah is a matter of top priority for the Zionist movement; and

Whereas Young Shlichut youth movement Shlichut are important and central tools to foster the educational processes towards the implementation of the concept of Aliyah,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To charge its representatives in all the institutions and organizations to assist these processes and allocate the necessary resources to locate, train and send out young shlichim to Jewish communities around the world.
17. Allocation of Financial Resources for Activities in the Diaspora

Whereas the vital importance of the local Zionist Federations in the spreading of the Zionist conception and ideology among the Jewish communities of the world, and its importance in the development of a militant activism in favor of the strengthening of Jewish identity and bonds with the State and the people of Israel; and 

Whereas the management of these institutions is exercised in a voluntary way by leaders who have the responsibility to run them on budgets they are in no condition to provide because of pre-existing agreements with other Zionist fundraising campaigns, on behalf of other national institutions; and

Whereas the profound crisis in which the Zionist Federations are immersed, owing to a critical lack of funds that prevents them from being even able to settle minimal administrative and basic operational expenses, putting their continuity in danger.

The Zionist General Council therefore resolves:  That the World Zionist Organization shall call upon the Jewish Agency for Israel and the Government of Israel to provide together the necessary resources to prevent the cessation of activities of the Zionist Federations, which constitute the Zionist Movement’s local true operational arms.
And exhorts:  The authorities in The World Zionist Organization to give pre-eminence to the territorial Zionist organizations and to sustain them economically by all means within their reach. 

18. 
Budgetary Policy
Whereas, the importance of a vibrant Zionist movement around the world is as great as ever; and

Whereas a decreasing proportion of the WZO budget has been channeled to meet the needs of the Zionist Movement abroad over the past several years; and

Whereas the overall budget of the WZO has shrunk significantly in the past year and may continue to shrink in the future; and 

Whereas, financial support of the Zionist Movement in the Diaspora has similarly dropped dramatically, to the extent that the Zionist Federations and Tnuot Magshimot are barely sustainable,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  That henceforth, in the compilation of all future WZO budgets, no less than 75% of its programming funds are dedicated to meeting overseas needs.

19. 
Small Jewish Communities
Whereas there are hundreds of Jewish communities around the world today with small or very small Jewish populations; and

Whereas these communities, numbering a few thousand or a few hundred persons have difficulty in providing the minimum requirements for Jewish life: some are without a Jewish school, or even Sunday School, they have no educational shlichim from Israel, no rabbis, synagogues, etc.,

The Zionist General Council hereby recommends:  That the Zionist Executive establishes a special committee in conjunction with the Jewish Agency, in order to map out small Jewish communities and their special needs. Similarly, alongside the mapping, it is incumbent upon them to assist in the creation of support frameworks, mentoring, and with the appropriate finances.
20.  The Future of the Zionist Movement in a Changing World, in Israel and the Diaspora

Whereas the Zionist movement is composed of different organizations from different sectors of Israeli and Jewish society; and

Whereas it is important to preserve the unity of all strata of the Zionist movement in the current time; and

Whereas world trends generate diversity in Jewish and Israeli society; and

Whereas the Zionist movement is a pluralistic movement of renewal, which is responsive to the new reality; and

Whereas the future and greatness of the Jewish People in Israel and the Diaspora is vital for the continued existence of the State of Israel,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:   That the Zionist movement shall, in accordance with its principles and its tradition, respect diversity within the Jewish People and the Zionism groups.

The Zionist General Council will strive to foster diversity among the Jewish public, irrespective of its location in Israel or the Diaspora, while preserving its Zionist character.

D: 
The Zionist Program and Tools for its  
Implementation – in the National Institutions
21. Task Force on Change in Governance of the Jewish Agency -  Election of a Chairperson

Being duly appraised of the process engaged in by the Task Force on Governance, the Zionist General Council accepts the proposed principles.

However, with reference to Section D, sub-section (e), which reads as follows:

"The Chairperson of the Executive and the Deputy Chairperson of the Executive to be selected by the Leadership Nominating Committee shall be from Israel. It is the explicit preference that neither the Chairperson of the Executive nor the Deputy Chairperson of the Executive should assume or continue an additional position of meaningful responsibility during his/her term of office…."

Whereas this recommendation presents a significant change in the nature of the Jewish Agency, as well as of the World Zionist Organization, and their reciprocal and mutual relationship,

In a desire to reach understandings which will be acceptable to all parties concerned, and enable the continuation of the fruitful cooperation that is vital to the National Institutions, and based on the above-mentioned reference,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To work towards an agreement that is acceptable to all parties concerned, whereby the Chairperson of the Jewish Agency Executive and the Deputy Chairperson of the Jewish Agency Executive will also serve as the Chairperson of the Zionist Executive and Deputy Chairperson of the Zionist Executive, respectively.
22. The Status and Influence of The World Zionist 
Organization

Whereas the status of the World Zionist Organization in the reciprocal relationship with the Jewish Agency is being weakened on an ongoing basis; and

Whereas there is a need to reinforce the activity and status of the World Zionist Organization among Jewish communities around the world,

 The Zionist General Council hereby resolves: To consolidate, expand, and foster the independent status of the World Zionist Organization and maximize its impact on the policies, objectives and priorities of the National Institutions, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael, Keren Hayesod, and the Jewish Agency for Israel.

And the Zionist General Council further resolves: To charge representatives of the World Zionist Organization in all the National Institutions to faithfully represent Zionist ideology and its realization, as well as the vital interests that ensure the status and influence of the World Zionist Organization in all its areas of creativity and activity.

23. 
Structural Changes within the Jewish Agency
Whereas our Jewish Agency partners have recently proposed a series of significant structural changes in the Jewish Agency. As the latter organization's activity and goals are very important to us, we are obliged to take action to protect the interests that we represent therein.

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To instruct all the institutions and representatives in the Zionist movement to take action to preserve the following principles:

1. To preserve and define the influence of the WZO in all the institutions of the Jewish Agency, in terms of a minimal representation of 50% within them.

2. To formulate a resolute and pro-active policy for the purpose of ensuring sources of finance that are appropriate and secure from the Jewish Agency for the WZO.

3. To work towards the Chairman of the Jewish Agency serving also as the Chairman of the WZO.

24. 
The Settlement Division as a Focal Zionist Value
Whereas  the Settlement Division of the World Zionist Organization develops activities in the areas of assistance, support, planning and cooperation with all the settlement institutions in the State of Israel. Its aims are to preserve settlement activity in all its forms across the length and breadth of the State of Israel and to develop it as a national, Zionist value of the first order. The value of settlement in the State of Israel has been one of the central pillars of Zionism and has represented a central area of its activity, since its inception,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves: To charge the Zionist Executive to act vigorously in order to increase the budget of the Settlement Division, with a focus on the Negev and the Galilee, and this in cooperation with government institutions engaged in this sector, for the purpose of promoting the influence and involvement of the Division in settlement activity in the State of Israel.

25. 
The Preservation and Reinforcement of the Institute for Youth Leaders from Abroad (Jerusalem)
Whereas the Institute for Youth Leaders from Abroad has, for decades, provided a major framework for the training of thousands of graduate youth leaders from the Zionist youth movements around the world. In recent years, the Institute's activity has been significantly curtailed, and there is a present danger that this negative trend will continue,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:   To charge all its representatives in the institutions of the Jewish Agency to act concertedly and resolutely to ensure that the Education Department of the Jewish Agency will foster the existence, status and contribution of the Institute. It is equally incumbent upon them to take action to ensure an increase in the Institute's budget.

26. Educational Shlichut
Whereas the Education Department of the Jewish Agency is providing insufficient support in the preservation and reinforcement of youth movement educational shlichut within the Jewish world, and the number of shlichim for informal education has been impacted by a lack of appropriate consideration; and, out of concern at the continual cutbacks over a number of years,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves: To charge all central office holders in the WZO to take concerted action to exert influence within the Jewish Agency, to preserve the value of educational shlichut and allocate, alongside it, educational shlichim for the world youth movements, so that their presence and activity are enhanced in Jewish communities worldwide.

27. 
The Election of a President of the WZO
Whereas the WZO constitution calls for the election of a President; and 

Whereas efforts to build the Zionist Movement around the world will be greatly enhanced if a public figure of stature stands at its head; and

Whereas such a figure will also increase the ability of the WZO to raise funds that are so crucial to its growth; and

Whereas no steps have been taken to identify appropriate candidates for the position,

Be it hereby resolved:  That the Presidium establish a search committee for this purpose no later than August 31, 2009.

Be it further resolved:  That at least half of the committee members live in the Diaspora and that at least 25% of them be 45-years old or younger, whose voluntary basis.

28. Committees of the Expanded and Inner Executives

Whereas the Expanded Executive and its committees were established for the purpose, among other things, of building the Zionist Movement by empowering Jews of the Diaspora and giving them a great voice in determining policy and ensuring its implementation; and

Whereas there are a number of instances in which the Expanded Executive and the Inner Executive each have standing committees with overlapping mandates, particularly in regard to overseeing the work of the Departments, 

Be it hereby resolved:   That in any instance in which a question arises regarding the authority of a Committee of the Expanded Executive relative to that of the Inner Executive, that it is the will of the Zionist General Council that the Committee of the Expanded Executive take precedence.  Accordingly, the ZGC requests that the legal advisor to the WZO review the matter and propose any changes in the constitution or regulations of the WZO that are necessary to give expression to this position. 

29. Planning the Future of the Zionist Movement and Tools for its Implementation – in the National Institutions

Whereas the partners in the Jewish Agency have expressed difficulty and unwillingness in meeting the financial requirements of the World Zionist Organization; and

Whereas Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael has demonstrated its ability and willingness to provide budgetary support for the activities of the World Zionist Organization;

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:  To charge the Executive and the Presidium of the Zionist General Council:

1. To enter into negotiations with the Government of Israel on financial support for projects and special educational programs to be implemented by the World Zionist Organization;

2. To work towards an agreement with KKL-JNF on a guaranteed budget for four years.

3. To continue negotiations with our partners in the Jewish Agency on      the transfer of assets to the World Zionist Organization.
E. 
Elections

30. Extension of Session - Election of Member(s) of the Executive and Election of a Chairperson

In accordance with Section 8 of the Standing Orders of the Zionist Central Council, 

The Zionist General Council resolves:  To extend the present Session of the Zionist General Council and hold at least one additional Plenary Session, in order to debate and resolve solely on the following issues:

1. Election of a Member or Members of the Executive to fill vacant positions.

2. Election of the Chairperson of the Executive, in lieu of MK Zeev Bielski, due to his resignation*. 

* At the additional Plenary Session, which was held in accordance with Resolution #30, no new Member or Members of the Executive were elected, nor was a Chairperson of the Executive elected.

31. 
Election of Members of the Expanded Executive

Under the provisions of Article 43 (2) of the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization, the Zionist General Council hereby elects Ms. Leticia Dubcovsky of Uruguay as a Member of the Expanded Executive, replacing Ms. Mariana Tenenbaum, who resigned.

32. 
Election of Members of the Zionist General Council Presidium

Under the provisions of Article 35, Section 2 of the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization, the Zionist General Council hereby elects Ms. Joan Garson as Member of the Zionist General Council Presidium, replacing Mr Stanley Davis, who resigned. 
33. Election of Honorary Members of the Zionist General Council
Under the provisions of Article 32, Section 3 (h) of the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization, the Zionist General Council hereby elects Mr Eric Moonman as an Honorary Member (virilist).

34. 
President of the Zionist Supreme Court
Under the provisions of Article 55 of the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization, and on the recommendation of the Legal Advisor to the World Zionist Organization, prepared after consultation with the Presidium of the Zionist General Council, the Zionist General Council hereby elects emeritus Judge Tova Strassberg Cohen as President of the Zionist Supreme Court, a position formerly held by Judge Moshe Beiski z"l. 
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*  Kurnedz Jeremy

Dr. Lamm Danny

Lerner Shalom

Liberman Ruth

Oliner Martin

Sacks Solly 

*  Sagiv Ohad 

*  Sayada Gaston Binyamin

Schechter Jan  

*  Sheli Ayal 

Shvartz Zeev

Sokal Sondra 

*  Spar Sheryle 

Student Delegation 

Kitay Daniel 

*  Meir Lilach
Sauve  Chelsea 
Singer Haya

Shulman Binyamin 

Naamat 

*  Elimelech Yehudith 

Green Harriet

Livni Talia 

*  Nusbaum Oreet

*  Zusmanovitch Judith

The United Faction – Kadima-Hanoar Hatzioni, Mercaz, Gil
*  Agai Eran

Rabbi Balter Mauricio 

*  Cohen Gloria

*  Deljo Motti 

*  Deputy members who participated as full members in place of absent members

Diameant Muriel 

Diemant Tzofia

*  Edelshtein Sergio 

*  Even Tzur Idit

Golden Luis 

Dr. Goldstein Raymond

*  Rabbi Golub Robert
Hareli  Mordechai 

Korsner Adrian

*  Levy Shilat Barak 

Manor David 

Mayman Marion 

*  Podwol Penina 

Raij David 

*  Reivi Nehemia 

Shamol-Berkovich Yulia 

*  Dr. Shapiro Saul

*  Shpirer Iafi 

Srulevitch Judelevich Sami 

Tubul Avraham

Viderman Avi

*  Weitz Francis

Rabbi Wohlberg Jeffrey

Wolnek Stephen 

Yehezkeli Nissan
Labor Zionist Movement – Meretz 

*  Cohen Haya

*  Elyashiv Yair 

Finkel Ronald

Gazit Ilan 

*  Givoni Ronnie 

Halimi Mishel

*  Joskowicz Silvio 

Lebowitz Lawrence

Morag Dror

*  Nunes Nabarro Robertine 

*  Deputy members who participated as full members in place of absent members

 *  Orgad Mina 

Puder Dov

Reisman Pablo

*  Rochard Joel 

Shor Zeev 

*  Skolnik Ron 

Tzahor Yigal 

Van Der Sluis Willem 

World Sephardi Federation 

*  Amsalem Moise 

*  Dery Andre 

Dr. Levy Albert 

Ohayon Shimon 

*  Schwartz Jacqueline 

*  Shalom Liliane

Siman Tov Sasson 

Sultani Osvaldo Ovadia

Confederation – Hadassah 

*  Freeman Michael 

Gross Amy

Lyons Ellyn

Parness Mel 

Post Marlene 

*  Prevezer Jack

*  Reicin Leah 

*  Schatz Daniel 

Shereck Judy 

Spack Barbara 

*  Deputy members who participated as full members in place of absent members

Heads of Zionist Federations

Amszynowski David 

Balcombe Andrew

Bierman Alberto

Chester Philip

Cohen Dan

Adv. Engelmayer Marcel 

Franchetti Giuseppe

Frauman Carlos 

Gronich Gady

Jeger Alain

Kogan Leonid

Krengel Avrom 

Sod Rebeca 

Stern Norman

Taragan Cohenar Laura

Zissels Josef

Participants in an Advisory Capacity

Comptroller of the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency

Asaf Sela

Chairman of Board of Directors, Keren Kayemet Le-israel 

Efie Stenzler 
Co -Chairman of Board of Directors, Keren Kayemet Le-israel 

Avraham Duvdevani

Legal Advisors 

Adv. Mark Ismailoff

Adv. Fern Braniss

Spokesperson of the World Zionist Organization 

Gil Littman 

Zionist General Council Bureau

Secretary of the Zionist General Council 

Rami Kornblum

Headquarters

Jacob Gispan
Director, Bureau of the Zionist Congress, and Treasurer

Marty Davis
Director-General, Department for Zionist Activities

Bracha Cohen
Coordinator, Secretariat, Zionist General Council

Naftali Levy
Events Coordinator

Nava Avisar
Editor, agenda and departmental reports, Zionist 
 
General Council

Avigail Talkar
Responsible for payments office (Treasury)

Orly Ben-Hamo
Resolutions Committee
Gila Anselbrauner
resolutions committee

Shalom Dotan
Events Staff 
Staff

David Aviv


Meital Cohen

Rina Dauber


Cochava Naim

Hana Rabinowitz


Printing:

Zion Ezra (Cookie)
LL”N:

Nissim Ventura

Sari Cohen 
Victor Fulmach
Communications, Events and Transport:

Hannan Mor

Lea Eliyahu[image: image2.png]
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